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(b) a centre of economic activity with a
complex and diverse economy;

(c) a single area for which integrated devel-
opment planning is desirable; and

(d) having strong interdependent social and
economic linkages between its con-
stituent units.”

Before deciding, the Minister must consult
the MEC, the Demarcation Board, SALGA
and organised local government in the
province. The decision to identify an area as
a metropolitan area must be published in
the Gowernment Gazette. The Minister iden-
tifies the core city of the metropole, the
Demarcation Board determines the outer
boundaries.

Metropolitan subcouncils
The metropolitan subcouncils replace the
existing metropolitan substructures. A met-
ropolitan municipality (of the ‘subcouncil-
type’) can establish metropolitan subcoun-
cils with their own names, by passing a by-
law. Each subcouncil is linked to an area
within the municipality consisting of a
group of adjoining wards. Those wards are
clustered into groups by the metro council
(after consulting the Demarcation Board).

The metropolitan subcouncil will consist
of the councillors representing the wards,
that make up the ‘subcouncil area’, and an
additional number of councillors deter-
mined by the metro council.

The difference between the new and the
former system is that the metropolitan
subcouncil does not have any ‘original’
powers or duties. It has only those duties
and powers that are delegated to it by the
metropolitan council (s 64). The only
‘original’ power that the subcouncil has is
the power to make recommendations to
the metropolitan council on any matter
affecting its area.

Challenge
Presently, the Cape Metropolitan Council
(CMQC) is challenging the Act in the Cape
High Court for its constitutionality. The
CMC argues that the Act encroaches on the
institutional integrity of local government
because it introduces a fixed range of possi-
ble municipal types, from which provincial
governments must choose, instead of pro-
viding criteria by which each municipal
council can determine its own type.



